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Vi e t n a m e s e
A i r p orts 
Rely on Va i sa l a

The airports in
Vietnam have start e d
to modernize their
measurement and
o b s e rvation systems in
recent years, and the
demand for increas-
ingly complex systems
is on the rise. In 19 97,
Va i sala delivered a
meteorological Airport
Weather Observ a t i o n
System (AWOS) to
the Da Nang
International Airport.
It is a computerized
MIDAS 600 system,
designed to provide
weather information
for air traffic con-
t r o l l e r s, pilots and
other users.

he opening up of the
Vietnamese econo-
my, with the conse-
quent higher de-

mands for quality, has prompt-
ed the modernization of weath-
er observation systems in the
c o u n t ry. Va i sala has worke d
v e ry closely with its local repre-
s e n t ative, Schmidt Vietnam Co.
L t d. , to supply and instal new
meteorological equipment in
Vi e t n a m.

Refurbishment of 
Da Nang airport

“Da Nang international air-
p o rt, with its two runw a y s, is
the most advanced airfield in
Vi e t n a m. In November 19 97,
Va i sala’s MIDAS 600 for weath-
er condition monitoring was
installed at the airport. Accord-
ing to the customer, the equip-
ment has worked well,”  says Mr.
Vu Anh Tuan from Sch m i d t
Vi e t n a m. The project was a joint
one between Sch m i d t Vi e t n a m,
Va i sala and the customer. 

Va i sala’s MIDAS 600 is the
central processing unit of an
A i r p o rt Weather Observ a t i o n
System (AWOS). The airport
instrumentation also includes a
MILOS 500 data collection s y s-
t e m, a WA 21 wind system (two
s e n s o r s) with WA D 21 wind d i s-
p l a y s, two CT25K ceilomet e r s,
two single baseline MI T RA S
t r a n s m i s s o m e t e r s, and an LM11
b a ckground luminance meter.
Three Weather Display Mon-
itors (W DM) provide weather
o f f i c e r s, air traffic controllers
and pilots with real time weath-
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er briefings and m e s sa g e s.
Coded messa g e s, such a s
METAR and SPECI, are trans-
mitted to remote users via an
A FT N, WDM and Data
Storage Computer (DSC) line.
The WDMs also receive con-
tinuously updated Met Report s
and SPECIAL texts (on the
regional screen) .

The MIDAS 600 Central
Computer was installed in Me-
teo for the use of observ e r s.
The system collects data from a
number of environmental sen-
s o r s. It polls, samples and pro-
cesses data for the Met Ob-
s e rv e r, who ch e cks the data
validity and adds his own
o b s e rv a t i o n s, comments and
r e m a r ks. The collected data is
distributed on PC-based We a t h-
er Displays within the airport.
The MIDAS 600 stores all sen-
sor data and messages in the
Data Storage Computer for fur-
ther utilization. 

The MIDAS 600 System col-
lects data on wind speed and
d i r e c t i o n, air temperature, rela-
tive humidity, atmospheric pres-
sure, precipitation counter,
cloud height, visibility and
b a ckground luminance. Th e
sensors have been installed by
the runway and in the Met
G a r d e n. 

All messa g e s, operational and
t e chnical alarms and sensor
mode changes are printed in
the log printer and stored for
f u rther analysis and processing
on the hard disk of the MIDA S
600 computer for 30 days. 

Distributor plays 
a key role

S chmidt Vietnam Co. Ltd. has
been Va i salaÕs local distributor
since 1996. Mr. Vu Anh Tuan is
Va i salaÕs contact person, and is
responsible for telecom and me-
teorological systems. He has a n
engineering background and
w o r ks in the Telecom and Te s t
& Measuring Equipment Depart-
m e n t. 

The Schmidt Group of Com-
p a n i e s, founded in 1896, is a
leading value-added distributor
of high technology products in
Vi e t n a m. Being a part of the
G r o u p, Schmidt Vietnam is a
high technology leader in sev-
eral fields, but focuses on env i-
ronmental monitoring and avi-
ation systems in its cooperation

with Va i sa l a. Schmidt Vi e t n a m,
w h i ch has a 100 per cent for-
eign investment license, was es-
tablished in 1992 with a staff of
f o u r, and has rapidly grown to
more than 300 employees. To
meet the demand for effective
s e rvice and application sup-
p o rt, the company has establish-
ed its head office in Hanoi,
with regional offices in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vung Ta u, Da Nang
and Quang Ninh. Furt h e r
b r a n ches are planned for the
next two years. Schmidt Vi e t-
nam has a large local customer
base and works closely with
Government and industry. 

Strong bonds with 
local customers

The continuous relations be-
tween Va i sala and Schmidt Vi e t-
nam have led to the develop-
ment of close cooperation and
strong bonds with their mutual
c u s t o m e r s. Mr. Tuan notes that
the Vietnamese customers have
been satisfied with Va i sa l a Õ s
products and service. ÒVa i sa l a
has always been reliable and
prompt with its deliveries and
customer support.Ó The main
customer groups are the avia-
tion authorities and the Hydro-
Meteorological Service. 

According to Mr. Tu a n, qua-
lity issues have been a signifi-
cant factor in the mutual suc-
cess too. ÒIt is very import a n t
that Va i salaÕs Quality System is
c e rtified to meet the ISO 9001
s t a n d a r d s. In addition, as they
conform with ICAO, WMO
and FAA recommendations
and regulations, our customers
consider Va i salaÕs airport sys-
tems safe and reliable.Ó He adds
t h a t, as he was a service engi-
neer earlier, he has had an op-
p o rtunity to see and evaluate
Va i salaÕs systems from that side
t o o. ÒThey are easy to install,
operate and maintain,Ó he sa y s,
emphasizing that Va i salaÕs sys-
tems have now operated for five
to ten years without any major
problems in Vi e t n a m. 

The airport modernization
p r o j e c t, including all upgrading
and refurbishing will continue
until 2005, as planned by the
Civil Aviation Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n
of Vietnam (CAAV). Va i sala has
already supplied several airport
systems to Vi e t n a m.


