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Senior Airman Debra Chaves, 363rd EQSS weather

technician, verifies current wind speed using an anemom-
~eter, Chaves is eurren!!y dmlt&yad o PSAR from the 471h
OSS/OSW, Laughlin AFB, Texas, fn support of OSW.
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Prince Sultan’s Prophets of Weather

By 1st Lt. Jeff Roberts
363rd AEW Public Affairs

Mg Mark Twain once said, “Everyone talks abour the
weather, but no one does anything abour ir.”

Here at Prince Sultan AB, Saudi Arabia, we still can’t do
anything about the weather, but knowing how weather
works and accurately forecasting and observing current
weather and weather trends keeps aireraft and their Crews
safe from Mother Nature's bad side,

This is where the men and women of the 363rd Expedi-
tionaty Operation Support Squadron’s Weather Flight
demonstrate their unigue capabilities.

“We support the dircraft here with both forecasting for
future missions and observing current weather,” said
Master Sgt. Dido Moran, 3631d OSS Weather Flight
superintendent. “An air crew needs to know thar they can
accomplish their mission, ger there and, most importantly,
zet back withour weather becoming a problem.”

The 363rd OS5 Weather Flight forecasts weather for all
aireraft at PEAB including coalition forces:

“We provide a ol thar helps aireraft fly successfully
while piving them information on one of the variables that
may affect the performance of their aireraft, said Moran.
“We don't tell them wheré to go, only what they may
encounter along the way.” :

Being the weatherperson may mean being the seapegoat
or the hero,

“I always like to remind pecple that as weathermen, we
are in marketing, oot production,” laughed Moran,

OF course predicting weather is also serious business,

Each day; aircrafr commanders listen as Moran and his
team give them information to consider while flying
missions to-enforce the no-fly, no-drive zones over Lrag.

“1 have had commanders cancel missions based on the
weather information we gave them,” said Moran, “Its nice
to know the crews have confidence in your reports. No
one likes to cancel a mission bur, if it happens, you sure
hope what you said would happen; happens.”

Juse lase week the AOR experienced a classic
*Haboob™ scenario which involves strong winds
and sand storms caused by collapsing thunder-
storms, PSAB experienced winds in excess of 55
mph and reduced visibility 1o less than a half a
mile, The weather teams were mstrumental in
two weather cancellations, possibly saving human
lives as well as expensive and sensitive aircraft
and equipment.

“Wearher reams provide information that
‘affects our game plan,” said Maj. Mike Rouse,
363rd Expeditionary Operation Support Squad
ron chief of weapons and tactics and F-150C
pilot. “Bad weather puts us at a disadvantage in

protectng ourselves and aireraft against artack as well a3
how we can employ our weapons against 2 targer.”

Being proactive in their spot-on forecasts is 4 grear fear,
and if the weather didn’t change, forecasting weather
would be enough, Bur as everyone knows, weather does:
frequently change here in the AOR.

That’s where the importance of Rémote Ohservation
Stations and the people who serve in them comes into
play.

Far from the Coaliton Complex pool or even the busy
Opsand Maintenance areas; is a small shed where a single
mrman spends |2 hours a day watching for anything that
miay affect aircraft already in flight,

“1 watch current weather conditions, pass updated
weather information to the conrrol tower and issue any
necessary advisories for aircraft leaving, coming home, or
flying near our area,” said Senior Airman Debra Chaves;
365rd 055 wedarher rechnician,

Both Chaves and Moran give credir to the Air Force's
weather technical school at Keesler AFB; Miss., for the
ability ro do their best in a job that is next-to-impossible
to perfect

“This job is a lot of responsibility, said Chavez, “Bur
the technical school and on-the-job training make me feel
confident that I provide the information needed 1o the
aireraft we suppoet”

They also said thar the unknown nature and constant
challenge of weather is why they wanted to be part of the
wenther career field.

“Weather is constantly changing and defimeely nor a
desk job, said Chavez. “You get to experience so many
different things and ie makes vou feel good when you hit a
torecast and have that positive impact on a mission,”

“We will never be able to completely ger our arms
around nature, said Moran. “Bur when you ger it right, you
have saved the government money in fuel, equipment that
could have been damaged, and may ultimately have saved
human lives,”

Master Sgt Dido Moran, 363rd EOSS Weather Flight Superintendent,
checks connections on a Tactical Autormated Observing System. Moran is
m.lrmnﬂy_deph}.rad-

SAB fromi the 43?&1 OSSIOSW, Charleston AFB,
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